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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

The stated meeting of the executive council, October 15, 1917, 
was open to the public and was attended by about forty members 
of the society and others. Dr. John D. Hicks, professor of 
history in Hamline University, read a timely paper on "Raising 
the Army in 1861," in which he drew largely upon the experience 
of Minnesota as typical of the North as a whole. The paper 
will be published in a later issue of the Bulletin. 

The following new members, all active, have been enrolled 
during the quarter ending October 31, 1917: Myron D. Taylor 
of St. Paul; Dr. Thomas S. Roberts of Minneapolis; Clarence 
L. Atwood of St. Cloud ; Wilfred J. Whitefield of Sauk Center ; 
Clarence E. Oakley of Buffalo; Godfrey C. Goodwin of Cam- 
bridge; Conrad Peterson of St. Peter; Miss Hannah Greer of 
Elk River ; Rev. John H. Morley of Montevideo ; David Peterson 
of Roseau ; and Dr. B. M. Randall of Graceville. Deaths among 
the members during the same period were as follows: Hon. 
Elwood S. Corser of Minneapolis, August 30, and General 
William G. Le Due of Hastings, October 30. 

The death of General Le Due removes one of the last two 
survivors of the 123 original members of the society. For years 
he was a most faithful member of the council, making the trip 
from Hastings to St. Paul in order to attend its meetings. The 
society was represented at the funeral by the president, the first 
vice-president, and the secretary, who acted as honorary pall- 
bearers. It is expected that a biographical sketch of General 
Le Due will be published in a later issue of the Bulletin. 

On October 9 the superintendent spoke before the Minnesota 
Library Association on the subject of "Historical Preparedness." 
The librarians were urged to collect and preserve everything 
which may be of value in the future as material for the history 
of the participation of the community or the state in the Great 
War. The address will be published in the December issue of 
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the Library Notes and News of the Minnesota Public Library 
•Commission. 

Gifts 

A large collection of printed and manuscript material has 
been received from Mrs. Hale, the widow of Major William D. 
Hale of Minneapolis, who was well known as a Civil War 
veteran, a former postmaster, a business associate of Hon. 
William D. Washburn, and, in general, a prominent figure in 
the commercial, political, religious, and educational life of his 
city and of the state. The printed material includes over one 
hundred Minnesota items, in the form of histories, memorials, 
addresses, pamphlets, atlases, directories, and publications of 
local institutions and organizations, a considerable portion of 
which are not duplicated in the library. The manuscript material 
includes Major Hale's account books and papers as receiver for 
the American Savings and Loan Association, 1896-1901, and a 
few records of other business firms, such as W. D. Washburn 
and Company, the Washburn Mill Company, and the Minneapolis 
Transfer and Terminal Railway Company. There are also letters 
received by Major Hale and miscellaneous papers which, from a 
cursory examination, may be assigned to the period from 1868 
to 1894. Of the letters, about two hundred were written by 
William D. .Washburn while in Washington as representative, 
and later as senator, from Minnesota. Among papers reminis- 
cent of Civil War days is a document labeled "Original Enlist- 
ment Agreement of Co. A, 3d Minn. Vol. Infty, 1861." 

From Mrs. Harry T. Morris, formerly of St. Paul and now of 
Detroit, Michigan, the society has received a number of large 
oil paintings and a collection of old photographs which were 
left by the late John A. Weide of St. Paul, a relative of Mrs. 
Morris by marriage. The paintings, which were done by Mr. 
Weide, represent, separately, some of the more battle-torn and 
service-worn of the Civil War flags which now repose in the 
rotunda of the state capitol, as these were in 1895. According 
to a document which accompanies them, the paintings embody 
the partial fulfilment of a purpose, apparently originated by Mr. 
Weide and commended by leading Minnesotans, whereby he was 
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to portray "in imperishable colors the glorious 'Battle Flags of 
Minnesota' . . . before rapidly approaching Time shall leave 
but their dust as a memento of their former lustre." The photo- 
graphs include two enlargements of old pictures of Fort Snelling 
and a very large number of excellent pictures of persons. Most 
of the latter apparently were taken at the studio of Dr. A. 
Falkenshield of St. Paul and were accumulated by Mr. Weide in 
the course of his work as an artist and a tinter of photographs. 
Few of them bear inscriptions, but among those which are labeled 
or have already been identified are photographs of men prominent 
in Minnesota history, such as William Morrison, George L. 
Becker, Charles Scheffer, Joseph A. Wheelock, General H. P. 
Van Cleve, and A. L. Larpenteur. The collection as a whole 
belongs to the period of the fifties, sixties, and seventies, and 
even without identification of persons it is invaluable as illustra- 
tive of the photographic art and of the costumes of the period. 
A photograph of Mr. Weide, taken in 1911, is included in the 
collection. 

What may prove to be one of the most valuable additions to 
the manuscript collections of the society during the year con- 
sists of two boxes and a trunk full of papers donated by Samuel 
J. Brown of Browns Valley, son of the well-known pioneer, 
Joseph R. Brown. The boxes have not been opened yet and the 
material can not possibly be arranged until the society is installed 
in the new building. From the hasty examination made by the 
society's field agent while packing the collection, it appears that 
papers of both father and son are included, among the items 
noted being a letter-press book of Joseph R. Brown and a census 
of Indians taken in 1864. 

The society has received from Mr. Frederick W. Pearsall of 
Granite Falls a few pages from the daybook kept by a trader at 
the Santee Indian Agency, Nebraska, during August and Septem- 
ber, 1884. The book is of interest to Minnesotans because sev- 
eral of the names entered are those of Indians connected with 
the history of the state or their descendants. After the Sioux 
outbreak of 1862 many of the Indians were taken to the Crow 
Creek reservation in Dakota, where they lived until 1866, when 
all the Minnesota Sioux were taken to the Santee agency. Rev. 
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A. L. Riggs, son of Stephen R. Riggs, the Minnesota missionary, 
and Antoine J. Campbell, a half-breed scout and interpreter, who 
was a United States employee for years, also are entered as 
patrons of the trader's store. 

Mrs. E. O. Zimmerman, who last year turned over to the 
society a stock of about twelve hundred pamphlets on archeologi- 
cal subjects by Alfred J. Hill and T. H. Lewis, which were left 
in her possession at the death of Mr. Hill, has recently donated 
another lot of about twenty-four hundred copies of the same 
pamphlets. This material will be useful in the exchange depart- 
ment of the library. Mrs. Zimmerman at the same time pre- 
sented eight photographs formerly belonging to Mr. Hill, being 
pictures of Mr. and Mrs. Archibald McElrath and their small 
son, Mr. W. W. Rich, Major and Mrs. Howard Stansbury, and 
Lieutenant Lawrence Taliaferro, all taken during the sixties; 
also a picture of Mr. Warren Upham taken about 1883. 

From the Minnesota Railroad and Warehouse Commission, 
through the courtesy of Mr. D. F. Jurgenson, engineer, the 
society has received eight folders of blue prints consisting of 
"Analyses of construction history and gratuities received by vari- 
ous railroad construction entities" in the state. These analyses 
will be helpful to students of the history of railroad transporta- 
tion. 

A bundle of manuscripts consisting of poll lists and other 
election material for the city of St. Paul has been turned over 
to the society by Mr. George F. Herrold of the department of 
public works of St. Paul. An especially interesting part of this 
collection consists of envelopes used for the ballots of voters 
in the army during the Civil War. 

Mrs. Jane M. Black of Minneapolis, widow of Captain Mahlon 
Black, has presented a number of books and magazines from 
the library of her husband, and also a sword, a belt, a pistol, 
and a gun, used by Captain Black in the Civil War. The sword 
is said to have been captured from a rebel officer, who had 
presumably taken it from a union officer. 

Mr. Rome G. Brown of Minneapolis has presented a collection 
of about seventy-five pamphlets consisting of his writings on 
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the subjects of constitutional government, water rights and water 
power, minimum wage, price maintenance, and uniform state 
laws. A copy of his book, The Minimum Wage (Minneapolis,. 
1914. 98, xxv p.), is included in the donation. 

Miss Julie C. Gauthier, a St. Paul artist, has presented a 
portrait of "Pony," which she painted in 1883. "Pony," a little 
mulatto who earned a living as a woodcutter, was one of the 
picturesque figures to be seen on the streets of St. Paul a genera- 
tion ago. 

An iron spectacle case inscribed "Presented to George Wash- 
ington, By Mother, Aug. 10 th , 1777," has been presented by 
Frank J. Wilder of Boston, Massachusetts. Accompanying this 
gift is a sworn and certified statement by Josephine Voorhees. 
Wilder giving an account of the way in which the case came 
into her possession. 

Mr. Edward A. Bromley has presented a photograph of Fari- 
bault in the early sixties. It is an enlargement from the original 
negative made by B. F. Upton of St. Anthony Falls in 1862 or 
1863. 

A set of twenty-one of the original Brady Civil War photo- 
graphs has been presented by Mr. C. G. Landon of Minneapolis. 
The scenes are mostly of Yorktown and vicinity. 

Among the books and pamphlets, mostly of recent publication, 
received as gifts from the authors or publishers during the last 
three months are the following: A History of the Ball Family, 
by L. A. Bradley, from Joseph M. Andreini of New York; 
America's Attitude toward the War, from the publisher, the 
Bankers' Trust Company of New York; Flower Lore and 
Legend, from the author, Mrs. Katherine M. Beals, of St. Paul ; 
The War and Humanity, from the author, James M. Beck of 
New York; A Brief Sketch of the Life and Times and Mis- 
cellaneous Writings of Rev. J. Copeland and Copeland Genealogy,. 
from the compiler of the latter, Charles Finney Copeland of 
Holdrege, Nebraska; Fifth Avenue; Glances at the Vicissitudes 
and Romance of a World-Renowned Thoroughfare and Fifth 
Avenue Events, from the publisher, the Fifth Avenue Bank of 
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New York; The Genealogy of the Fox Family, from the com- 
piler, William A. Fox of Glencoe, Illinois; A Wonderful Fifty 
Years, from the author, Edwin T. Holmes of New York; 
Banking and Currency and the Money Trust and Why Is Your 
Country at War and What Happens to You after the War, from 
the author, Hon. Charles A. Lindbergh of Little Falls, Minnesota ; 
Rural Life in Litchfield County, by Charles Shepherd Phelps, 
from the publisher, the Litchfield County University Club of 
Norfolk, Connecticut; The English Ancestry of Peter Talbot, 
from the author, Mrs. Cyrus P. Walker of San Francisco; 
Whip pie-Wright and Allied Families, from the author, General 
Charles H. Whipple of Los Angeles; and The Fambly Album, 
from the artist and author, Frank Wing of St. Paul. 



